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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3 and 5 are pending. By.his Amendment, claims 1, 3 and 5 are amended. 
Further, ,he title .s amended to conform to the claimed invention. No new matter ,s added. 
Reconsideration m view of the foregoing amendments and following remarks is respectfully 
requested. 

I Th. ri»im« nefit - °--'»'-'- Snhii^ct Matter 

The Office Action rejects clatms 1, 3 and 5 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Hattori 
,U.S.Paten.No.6.034.718)inv,ewofTagawa(U.S.PatentNo. 4.772.945), and further™ 

view of Takahashi (U.S. Patent No. 5.522.789). The rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicants respectfully submit that none of the references Hattori. Tagawa. or 
Takahashi, individuallyortn combination, discloses or suggests at least the capturing modes 

ofan image capturingmeans provided with at least one inputprocessingcircuitinclude three 
capturing modes inc.ud.ng a capturing mode in which image data can be captured from 
tcleviston cameras f^om ftame to frame and the image data from the telev.sion cameras can 
be captured bysuccesswelyswitchmgthetelevisioncameras from frame to framcacapturing 

„ode in Which the image data can be captured from the telev.sion cameras from field to field 
and the image data from the television cameras canbe captured bysuccessivelyswtching the 

.e.ev,s,on cameras from field to field, and a capturing mode ,n which the tmage data can be 
captured from the television cameras from pixel to pixel and the image data from the 
,elevis,on cameras can be captured by successively switching the televis.on cameras from 
pixel to pixel, as recited in independent claim 1. 

Moreover, none of the applied art teaches or suggests that at least two of the three 
capturing modes can be sw.tched according to each step of &sion operation to capture the 
image data, the ,mage captured bythe selected captunng modes is dtsplayedonateleviston 
monitor for observation, positioningmembers on whichopncal fibers are set are driven bya 
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driving device on .he basis of .he eap.ured image da.a so .ha. posi.ion,„g of optical axes and 
end faces of .he op.,ca. fibers is made, and each of the opera.ion s.eps up .o fusion-sphcing of 
,he optical fibers by dischargmg of electrode rods is automatically carried out. 

The Office Acfion, at page 3. acknowledges that Hattori does no. disclose that image 
data is captured from each te.evis.on camera from ftame to frame, from field to field, and/or 
from pixel to pixel and .ha. .he television cameras can be sw.tched from frame ,o ftame. from 
field .0 field, and/or from p.xel .o pixel. However, the Office Action alleges that Tagawa and 
Takahashi compensate for .he deficienctes of Hatiori. Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Tagawa >n Fig. 1 discloses that a TV camera 1 . a microphone 2 and a sensor 3 make a 
se. for one chamtel, and .ha. a plurality of such chamtels, tor example, eight channels are 
provided. The image data is selected by changing over switches be.wcen these chamtels (col. 
2, lines 22-34). Nowhere does Tagawa disclose or suggest the above-noted features of 
claim 1 . 

The Office Action alleges fiiat Takahashi teaches the recited capturing modes. 
Applicants disagree. 

Takahashi relates to a s.ereo endoscope observing apparams to make three-dimension 
observafion of an objeC. Therefore, the claimed invention and Takahashi are from different 

technical fields. 

In the op.ical fiber fr,sion-splicer according to claim 1, no. only images of optical 
fibers to be fusion-spliced is observed, but also, a. the same time, positions of the optical 
fibers are controlled based on data of .he images so that fitsion-splice can be made under 
optimal conditions. Thus, in the optical fiber fttsion-splicer accordmg to claim 1, tire tmages 
of the optical fibers to be fitsion-splieed are photo-taken from quite d.fferen. directions. This 
makes positioning of the optical fibers easier. 
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a photo-taking method. 

„v,«tr, tflVen bv two cameras are 
addition, according to Takahashi, two .mages pho.o-taken by 

■ cial dasses Thereby, the images can be observed as a stereo .mage. 

observed bvweanng.sEeciaLglass^ ^"^^ 

observea_^^ Therefore Takahashi is different m 

However,theclaimedmvent.onneedsnospec.alglasses. Therefore, 

observation method. 

..e optica, nberfus,o„-sp,iceracoord.ng.ocia,nr.conrpnsesa..easttwoan,ongthe 

following three modes of capturing image: 

p„me-cap.uringmode(capturins.om.ameto,^e, m this mode, the 
,..ge.h.ch,srenectedoncameras.sent.relycap.nred.3othoddnelds.de.enf.e,ds.e 

''^^^'''^'^ ■ fi-^nn field to field): In this mode, either odd 

(2) Field-capturing mode (captunng from field to held) 
,,3orevenneldsarecaptnred.Thecapturedamo.nttshalfoftha.of.he.ame-eap.nr.ns 

™de,socaptunngtime,sa,soha,f. This ma.esproeess,ngath,g.speedpossrb,e. But 

.^.geaccuracymaydeterioratebecausethecapturedamountishalf. 

P..el-capturingmode(cap.urinsf.ompixeUopixel,: In th,s mode, only a 
„p..na.amerscaptured.Thus,speedyprocessms.sposs,bleand,wr,hregard.o 

.henecessarypar..accurateimagedatacanbeobtained. 

,,copt,cair,berfusron-spliceraccordingtoc,atml,whenauserperformsaserres 

.f.iou-splicinSOperat.ons,suchascontron,ng.hespacebet.eenendfacesofoptica. 

f,.rs,co„troll,ng.heaUgnmen.of.heop..ca,a.es,a„d.s,on.spUc.ngtheendfa^ 
„,,,,,...,d,schargearc„magesoftheop.tcalf,bers.om.he.ele.s.o„camerascanbe 
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j„ This feature enables 

■ „ a, leas, two of the above three captunng modes. Ttasl 

captured by switching at least two 

capturing in the following manner: 

Whentheenttretmagerenecedonthecamerasistobecaptureaand 

,ocessed,.he.ame.captur,ngmodeisappropnate. 

Whentheentireimageistobeprocessedathighspeed 

field capturing mode is appropriate. Through 
.,utreme„tforh,^accurac.ofthe,mage,.hefieldcap ^ ^^^^ 

„dspeedof.mageprocessin.suchcaptunngc.meetades,re 

^^"r::::n.anecess.pari,stobeprocessedatp— 
^_:.,.odeisapprop.ate..th.smoae.howe.r,pa.ofp..elsthatha.e^ 

been captured cannot be observed. 

, ' se,ect.ngapproprtateeapturmgmodes,neachopera.,oustep(operat.onstage Of 

realized by selecting PP F , , , rPU and the like. Because the 

stated above, for the specific modes neede 

^aintaimngtheimageaccuracy. However as described above. 

„h.disc,osestheuseof.wocap.unngmodes. Howev 

, Pitching these modes according to operation step, as 
features recited in claim 1 . More 
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.eeno.v,ous.ape.o„o.o..„a.s.nH„*e^e™p,o.n.anop.,ca.«>>.o.se„.s 

,.3geprocess,nsappara.sas.aush.b.Ha«on.o— a.e.heTa,awae.a....™a^ 

■ „„lv desired image data from each of the television 
processing concepts for image processing only des.red ,m g 



cameras. 



s. 

applicants respect...ysubm,ttha.suchasta.emcntismerelyan end resuuofthe 
.„.hinat,onandthereforenotamotivationforoneoford,„arys.Ui„.heartt„comhmethe 
,p„edreferences.AsstatedmMPBP.aH3.01,as.atementthatappHedpr.oranteachesa„ 

.ecttedfeaturcsU^— ttoestaM,sha.W.«/..caseofohv.o.ness,— 
ohiec.Wereasonstocomh.neteach,„gsofthereferences.— y,thisre.ect.o„is 

improper. 

Therefore, .ndependentCatmldennespatentahlesuhiectmatterover the apphed 
„s.aa,ms3and3depend.ommdepenaentc,a,»l,and therefore also define 
patenta.,esu,ec.matter at .east fortheirdependenceas wen as forthe additional features 

they recite. 

.ccordingly,withdrawalofthereiectionunder35U.S.C.5.03(a)isrespectfu„y 

requested. 

II rnnclusion 

^viewofthe foregoing, thisapplication is ,„ condition for allowance. Favorable 
^consideration and prompt allowanceofclaimsUandSareeamestlysolicited. 
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Should .he Examiner believe that anything further 
«s appUcatron tn even better co„a,t,o„ for allowance, the Bxa^.ner 
„„ders,^e<lreprese„tat,vea..he.elephonenun.berUs.edbe,ow, 

RespectfulW, 
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would be desirable in order to place 



is invited to contact the 




ja^S A. Ohff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Robert A. Miller 
Registration No. 32,771 



JAO:KXH 

Attachments: . fT;mp 

Petition for Extension of Time 

Request for Continued Examination 
Date: December 29, 2005 

OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 

P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 

Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



5eposit7Zcountuse^ 

AUTHORIZATION 
Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 

_De£OsitAccountNoa5:^ 
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